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20 October 2008

Dear IPCRG colleague,

With the support of the IPCRG research committee, we invite you and your primary care group colleagues to join us in a new audit on management of uncontrolled asthma. If you do decide to participate, and we hope you will, this will involve completion of a table with details of your asthma patients (numbers by their gender and age). Then you will be sent your own log on details to then complete an online form for each uncontrolled asthma patient you treat in the following three months. 

About the audit:

Title: Audit of management of uncontrolled asthma in primary care: an international comparison

Investigators: Mark L Levy ; Prof Helen Redell; Prof Aziz Sheikh and an IPCRG Research Committee representative

Who devised this: The audit has been devised by Dr Mark Levy, with help from Professors Aziz Sheikh and Helen Reddell. 

Aims of this audit: 

To enable i) comparison of management of uncontrolled asthma worldwide, a) between colleagues and b) with guidelines.

ii) To facilitate and detect changes in the way colleagues manage uncontrolled asthma 

How much work is involved and how long does the audit continue?

The baseline audit involves summarizing the numbers of patients with asthma in your practice. If you are computerized, this will take a few minutes, if not, this will depend on the way you keep your records. After that, the individual audits of the episodes of uncontrolled asthma take 5 to 10 minutes for each patient and we ask you to record details of these events for at least 3 months. It is up to you if you wish to continue after that.

What’s in it for you? How will you and your patients benefit?

i) You get to participate in a large international primary care asthma audit 

ii) You get immediate feedback, on a password-protected, secure website, on your own management of uncontrolled asthma patients – and how your management compares with other health care professionals; (your data is not seen by anyone else); and 

iii) You can print out a summary report of your participation in this audit for your CPD portfolio. This will provide evidence of audit for revalidation and recertification in some countries.

iv) Your own confidential results may help you to learn,  and change if needed, the way you manage these patients. 

To participate please complete the baseline audit form below, save it with your name (ie change the file name) and email it to mark-levy@btconnect.com . Then you will be sent log-on details and clear instructions on how to enter information on the patients you treat for uncontrolled asthma in the next three months.

If at this stage, you do want to read more about this audit and see how the results are displayed please have a look at www.guideline-audit.com . Once you are registered, you will be able to see your results compared with those of other colleagues doing the audit. 

If you have any questions or are unclear about any aspect of this audit, please write to Mark Levy at mark-levy@btconnect.com 

Please also circulate within your group.

Dr Mark Levy
Please complete the registration baseline audit form on the next page.

Baseline Audit of Asthma Patients in Primary Care  

Baseline information and registration: Please enter the information below to register yourself or your practice for the IPCRG Audit. 

Your Name: ………………………….

Your Country:           ………………………… (For UK: -  PCT or Health Board: ..…………………

County / District / State:  ………………………………………

Telephone number:   (………..) (………....) ………………………………

                                  Country     local code

Fax number:   (………..) (………....) ………………………………
                         Country   local code

Email address: ……………………………………………………………………….

(This is essential please, so we can contact you if necessary)

Practice Baseline Information: 
Please also enter the following information from your records:

	
	0-5 yrs


	6-15 yrs
	16-39 yrs
	40-64 yrs
	Over 65 yrs
	Totals

	Numbers of MALE Patients
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Numbers of FEMALE Patients
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Numbers of MALE ASTHMA Patients
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Numbers of FEMALE ASTHMA Patients
	
	
	
	
	
	


Finally, some details about your practice:

Is the practice located in:     an     Urban Area        Rural Area    or         City Centre  

How many Doctors  (Full time equivalents)?  ………………………..

How many Nurses (Full time equivalents)? ………………………..

[image: image1.jpg]How many Nurses trained to diploma level in Asthma Care? ……………………                                                                                                                             (Which Diploma) …………………….
Please SAVE and RENAME this form (use your name) to: Dr Mark Levy at mark-levy@btconnect.com








