Lung condition treatments studied
The University of East Anglia in Norwich is looking for volunteers for a study into the effects of a new herbal medicine on lung conditions. 

There is evidence that shows the treatment, taken in capsules, can have positive effects in asthma patients. 

The study will examine whether some botanical nutrients in AKL1 may help patients with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). 

Volunteers must be aged 18 to 80 and suffer from asthma or COPD. 

COPD is the term used for a collection of lung diseases such as chronic bronchitis and emphysema. 

Study leader Dr Andrew Wilson said: "We know that many people use herbal treatments for a number of conditions, including asthma, but we don't yet have conclusive evidence of their clinical effectiveness." 

The year-long clinical study is being funded by the International Primary Care Respiratory Group. 

Participants will attend the clinical research and trials unit at the university four times over a period of 10 weeks. 

They will receive either the herbal medicine or a control treatment, which they will be asked to take twice a day. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/norfolk/8123030.stm

