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IPCRG Annual General Meeting 2007

Approved Minutes

Saturday 15th September 2007

16.30 – 18.00

Room T1, SIF - Stockholm International Fairs and Congress Centre Mässvägen, SE-125 80 Stockholm, Sweden
Chair: John Haughney (JH), Ron Tomlins (RT), Sian Williams (SW), Samantha Louw (SL)

Directors:

	Australia
	H. John Fardy

	Belguim
	Johan Buffels

	Bangladesh
	Not Present – apologies noted

	Canada
	Alan Kaplan

	Cyprus
	Not Present apologies noted– JH proxy

	Denmark
	Not Present – apologies noted

	Ireland
	Not Present

	Italy
	Not Present – apologies noted

	New Zealand
	Not Present – apologies noted

	Norway
	Anders Ostrem

	Pakistan
	Not Present – apologies noted

	Saudi Arabia
	Not Present

	Spain
	Miguel Roman

	Sweden
	Bjorn Stallberg

	The Netherlands
	Not Present – apologies noted

	UK
	Dermot Ryan


1. Welcome and apologies

JH opened the meeting at 16.40

38 persons in attendance, further apologies noted from: Claus Justus, Antje Fink-Wagner, Nic Glasgow, Jane Scullion and Keith Allan

2. Approval of minutes from last AGM

No comments from minutes of last AGM held on Thursday 8th June 2006.

Canada proposed to adopt, Australia seconded.  Approved unanimously.

3. Matters arising from minutes not covered elsewhere on agenda 

Nothing noted

4. President’s Report 

JH highlighted elements of the annual report and informed members of our development over the last 12 months.

Notes of the full discussion are on page 4

5. Finance Report – consideration of the accounts for 1 January 2006 to 31 December 2006 

RT highlighted some areas within the accounts and advised members that the directors had approved them.

Australia proposed to adopt, UK seconded. Adoption of accounts approved unanimously.

Notes of the full discussion are on page 4

6. Appointment and remuneration of Auditor; A2B

RT noted that the remuneration of A2B would not exceed £5000 and proposed to appoint them.

Canada proposed to adopt, Australia seconded.  Approved unanimously.

7. Election of Treasurer:  The current Treasurer, Associate Professor Ron Tomlins, is eligible for re-election

No further nominations received.

Canada proposed to re-elect Ron Tomlins, UK seconded.  Approved unanimously

JH noted his thanks to Ron Tomlins and Governance committee.

8. Special Resolution – To admit Sri Lanka as an Ordinary Member

JH reported that we had invited nominations from our Associate members to become full ordinary members and noted that the Primary Care Respiratory Group Sri Lanka had applied.  

UK proposed to adopt and unanimous vote from Ordinary members present.  Special resolution passed.

9. Subscriptions to be kept at 2007 levels for 2008

Canada proposed to adopt, Australia seconded.  Approved unanimously

10. To consider, and if thought fit, to pass the following resolution as a Special Resolution:-
Special Resolution

That the draft new Articles of Association of the Company produced to the meeting and signed for the purposes of identification by the chairman of the meeting be and are hereby adopted as the Articles of Association of the Company in substitution for and to the entire exclusion of the Company's existing Articles of Association. 

SW talked through new proposed structure on power point slides.  Noted that Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) still need to approve the new M&As before they could be instituted.

Norway move to adopt, Belgium seconded.  Approved unanimously.

Note of full discussions are on page 5

11. Date of next AGM: May 2008, Seville conference 

12. AOCB

None noted

End of formal business 
13. EO’ s report 

14. 2008 Conference update and discussion about recruitment of delegates

15. Smoking Cessation guidelines: discussion about international applicability and dissemination

Full discussion on points above on pages 5-6

JH closed meeting at 18.00

16. For information only: notes of the discussions

4. President’s Report 

JH noted thanks to SW and SL.  Over the last year there has been a sense of development and a formalisation of activities both legally and pragmatically.  We are now an Organisation in Collaborative Relations with Wonca (Jim Reid is our liaison officer); we are a formal member of  GARD (Niels Chavennes is our representative), we have a formal written agreement with the Primary Care Respiratory Journal (Anders Ostrem is our representative) and JH noted his thanks to all these representatives. We have built a productive and increasingly successful relationship with EFA. and JH noted thanks to Svein Erik Myrseth and Susanna Palkonnen for their attendance at the meeting.  JH also expressed his thanks to Miguel Roman for his work to date on the organising of the Seville conference, May 28 – 31st 2008.

JH noted that each sub-committee had an active work programme and the organisation had produced a number of publications, see below.  The organisation’s focus was currently to spread our influence more geographically. He announced that there would be a travel bursary programme to enable practitioners from developing countries to attend Seville.

Publications in peer-reviewed journals

1. Can asthma control be improved by understanding the patients perspective? Rob Horne, David Price, Jen Cleland, Rui Costa, Donna Covey, Kevin Gruffydd-Jones, John Haughney, Svein Hoegh Henrichsen, Alan Kaplan, Arnulf Langhammer, Anders Ostrem, Mike Thomas, Thys van der Molen, J Christian Virchow and Sian Williams.  BMC Pulmonary Medicine 2007, 7:8 (22 May 2007)

2. Improving outcomes for asthma patients with allergic rhinitis: the Metaforum conferences BMC Pulmonary Medicine 2006, 6(Suppl 1):S1 doi:10.1186/1471-2466-6-S1-S1
3. The IPCRG Guidelines for the Management of Chronic Respiratory Diseases in Primary Care Prim Care Resp J 2006;15(1): 1 – 74

Other publications

1. Brussels Declaration

2. IPCRG Asthma Position Statements

3. Asthma control Tools

4. Theophylline opinion sheet

5. Spirometry opinion sheet

6. IPCRG Exchanges: Children with Asthma

7. Desktop helper for smoking cessation

8. Oslo 2006 conference slides

Planned publications

1. Smoking cessation guidelines, on website and paper in PCRJ

2. Association of Pneumonia Admissions and Mortality with Antibiotic Prescribing for Lower Respiratory Tract Infection in UK General Practice

5. Finance Report – consideration of the accounts for 1 January 2006 to 31 December 2006 

RT noted that the accounts would be available on line shortly after the meeting.  We have seen a third successive year of growth and expressed thanks to SW, SL and the Governance committee.  We achieved a surplus of £54K of which £42K was from the Oslo conference and was being held in a reserve fund to offset potential future conference losses.  He explained our approach to budget setting was to spend no more than we receive on a yearly basis.  For 2007 we are working on an accrual accounting basis and installing a new software package to facilitate the analysis of our accounts required to meet charities’ legislation and our own needs.  The IPCRG proposed no increase in the subscription to our Associate Corporate Members for 2008.

10. To consider, and if thought fit, to pass the following resolution as a Special Resolution:-
Special Resolution

That the draft new Articles of Association of the Company produced to the meeting and signed for the purposes of identification by the chairman of the meeting be and are hereby adopted as the Articles of Association of the Company in substitution for and to the entire exclusion of the Company's existing Articles of Association. 

Power point slides available on request.

Comments:

Bjorn Stallberg: Liked it and approved co-optees

H. John Fardy: It was a sign of health that we were reviewing our organization and a change was required

Hilary Pinnock: In favour and need length of term for co-optees.  SW noted up to 6 years with an annual re-election

Alan Kaplan: Issue around co-optees having to attend meetings and costs.  SW noted that a ‘meeting’ can be a teleconference or can have a serious of phone calls with the Chairman due to time differences

Bjorn Stallberg and Anders Ostrem: proposed the establishment of a nominating committee

Anders Ostrem explained it was common practice in Scandinavia. The purpose was to help members who were unfamiliar with potential candidates for election to make informed decisions, and to ensure that a wide and independent search was conducted for suitable candidates. Noted that a nominating committee will be considered and would probably be a sub-committee of the senate.  As such it would not be included in the M&As.

13. Alan Kaplan: Asked whether we had considered the process of removing directors.  SW noted provision was included in our M&As. It was the members’ responsibility

EO’ s report 

SW noted that our annual report within our accounts is to 31st December 2006 and she would refer to this and give an update on activities since then.

· Oslo conference, 430 delegates from over 30 countries.  Thanks noted to organising committee

· Guidelines published and had had a significant number of downloads

· Membership increasing, Belgium 2006, Sri Lanka 2007 and hope to have others on board next year: Turkey/Malaysia.  Italian members were in discussion about the most appropriate representation on the Senate. 

· The Brussels Declaration marked the start of a real IPCRG presence in Europe.

· We are now officially an Organisation in Collaborative Relations and have received invitations to the regional meetings in Paris 2007, Istanbul and Melbourne 2008.

· Members of our Speakers Bureau have been to Ukraine, Turkey and Italy attending meetings on behalf of IPCRG.

· Our website is receiving a good number of visits and the offer is still open for countries to have their own website hosted by www.theipcrg.org

· The PCRJ is now freely available online and a number of our members who have a preference for this are also receiving hard copies as part of our agreement with the publisher.

· The HEALTH study is now recruiting.  SW expressed her thanks to Rupert Jones and David Price for initiating the project.  The LRTI study is near completion and a report will be available soon.  Work is progressing on the outcomes of international expert panels on spirometry and asthma control.

· The IPCRG Academy is growing in success, 3 have been run to date with 40-80 delegates at each, the next one in November has 120 booked to date.

· We have a number of publications available on our website and some have been translated; for example the Spirometry Opinion Sheet is now available in Turkish.  Thanks to an unrestricted educational grant from Pfizer, a new desktop helper on smoking cessation is due out soon, together with web-based practical guidance, and an article within PCRJ and a poster being presented at SRNT

· The IPCRG is looking for funding for the FRESH AIR  study aiming to identify who is at risk of COPD through exposure to smoking and to indoor biomass pollution and to develop low-cost interventions;  and aninternational GPwSI study.  In addition, the organization is  supporting the conference in Seville May 28-31 2008 and the development of primary care groups in Asia Pacific.  Various improvements to our infrastructure were proposed including  revised M&As; new membership of the Governance sub-committee and a review our research capability.

No comments from the floor

14. 2008 Conference update and discussion about recruitment of delegates

MR gave a presentation on progress to date, website is now live – 
http://ipcrg-seville2008.unicongress.com/
Monica Fletcher asked whether abstracts could be submitted to Seville and ERS – it was agreed they can go to both

David Price recommended that there should be space for late breakers.

JH noted that all comments will go to Scientific Committee and also noted that sponsorship negotiations were ongoing.    Firm commitments had been received from BI/Pfizer, Pfizer (European Champix team) and Roche.

15. Smoking Cessation guidelines: discussion about international applicability and dissemination

OvS gave a report on progress to date .  OVS announced that draft guidance on smoking cessation had been developed through an interesting and useful process.  The final draft would now be circulated to the Education and Guidelines committees and then the draft web document would be made available to the directors for comment about their international applicability and to ask for additional suggestions of local resources. He noted it would be helpful to have a champion from every country to assist with dissemination.

Primary Care Respiratory Journal

Mark Levy noted that there had been a change of publishers 9 months ago and there is now open access.  He reported that in the last six months submissions had increased substantially with a 40% increase from international authors.  Monthly website hits peaked at fifteen thousand in July and within the top 5 downloads, the IPCRG guidelines have received over eight thousand dowloads since January.
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