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Certificate of Advanced Study in Allergy

Imperial College London wishes to announce that the following postgraduate level course is available for students wishing to develop their knowledge and skills in allergic disease. The courses can be taken as stand-alone postgraduate qualification or as part of an MSc. All 3 core modules of the CAS comprise 5 days of face to face teaching at St. Mary’s Hospital Paddington, London and access to 50 hours of on-line e-Learning to reinforce understanding and knowledge.

The CAS content has been chosen and structured to ensure that it covers both the immunological mechanisms underlying common allergic manifestations and the most up-to-date diagnostic and therapeutic techniques available to manage allergic disease. The programme has been designed to be applicable to students with a wide range of background skills who require a detailed understanding of allergic disease and who come into frequent contact with potential allergy sufferers including doctors, nurses, midwives, health visitors, and dieticians.
Having learned these aspects of the discipline you will then apply them to understanding the areas of allergy which are at the forefront of leading research programmes to further elucidate potential targets both for prevention and treatment of allergic disease. 

Modules

The CAS consists of 3 equally weighted 10 ECTS (European Credit Transfer System) modules which are all core to the programme. These are: 

The Scientific Basis of Allergy – 12th-16th October 2009
The syllabus will include: orientation to Masters study and WebCT, important national initiatives in Allergy, basic immunological mechanisms, T cells and cytokines, adhesion and co-stimulatory molecules, allergens and allergic inflammation, ontogeny of immune responses, genetic regulation, epidemiology of allergic disease, the immunological basis of asthma, rhinitis, eczema, food allergy and drug allergy. Assessment will be examination incorporating extended matching items and one best answer questions. 

Diagnosis and Treatment of Allergic Disease – 18th-22nd January 2010
This module will cover the range of scientific and clinical diagnostic and therapeutic techniques required to manage allergic disease. The relative importance and choice of both in vivo and in vitro diagnostic tests will be explored. The techniques available to investigate the manifestations of allergic disease in the lung, the nose, the skin, the gut and the eye will be researched and assessed in the form of an extended case history including a critical appraisal of recent research literature in the area. 

The Cutting Edge of Allergy – 10th-14th May 2010
This module will address areas of allergy that are currently at the forefront of allergy research programmes. It will build on the previous modules to investigate immune modulation and genetic advances in allergic disease and will highlight preventive strategies and predictive factors. Both inter- and intra-cellular mechanisms will be covered. Topics will include: Pre and probiotics, peptide vaccines, immunomodulation with small molecules, signal transduction, dendritic cells, smooth muscle and remodelling and imaging. Assessment will be by written assignment investigating novel approaches to defining disease progression or management. 

Each module includes one week of face-to-face teaching at Imperial College followed by a structured programme of e-learning tasks which are all available on the web for distance learning. During the week at Imperial you will learn by attending lectures, workshops and tutorials with associated time spent in allergy clinics to observe and monitor gold standard practice. At the end of the 3 modules (9 months study) you can be awarded the CAS or upgrade to the MSc programme.
For further information please visit:

http://www1.imperial.ac.uk/medicine/teaching/postgraduate/taughtcourses/allergyprogramme/
or contact the Course Director Dr Jill A Warner:  jill.warner@imperial.ac.uk
MSc/Short courses in Allergy

Imperial College London wishes to announce that the following Masters level courses have places available for students wishing to develop their knowledge and skills in allergic disease.  The courses can all be taken as part of the MSc or as stand-alone CPD accredited short courses.  All courses comprise 2 days of face to face teaching at St. Mary’s Hospital Paddington, London and access to 20 hours of on-line e-Learning to reinforce understanding and knowledge.

The courses are multi-disciplinary in their focus and are suited to GPs, hospital doctors, nurses and dieticians wishing to further their skills in allergic disease.
Allergic Gastrointestinal Disease – 16 & 17 November 2009

The face to face teaching will cover normal structure and function of the gastrointestinal tract and how this altered by allergic disease.  It will develop knowledge of the immunological and physiological mechanisms of a range of allergic gastrointestinal diseases, including both IgE and non-IgE mediated hypersensitivities and promote competence in their recognition and current management as well as investigating potential future strategies indicated by current research. 
Food Hypersensitivity – 18 & 19 November 2009
The face to face teaching will cover both food hypersensitivities and intolerances and will develop the skills to discriminate the physiological differences between them. It will promote knowledge and practical skills in the dietary and nutritional management of hypersensitivity and intolerance reactions to foods and investigate potential new strategies indicated by research programmes for their treatment and possible prevention. 

Allergic Airways Disease and Asthma – 15 & 16 March 2010
The face to face teaching will cover the normal structure and function of the lung and how this is altered by allergic disease. It will develop knowledge of the immunological and physiological mechanisms of airway disease and provide experience of the skills and techniques required to diagnose and monitor respiratory problems and deliver appropriate management plans in both adult and paediatric situations. Current research themes with a potential impact on diagnosis and treatment will be explored. 

Rhinitis and Hayfever – 17 & 18 March 2010
The face to face teaching will cover normal nasal physiology and anatomy and how this is altered by allergic disease. It will develop knowledge of the immunological and physiological mechanisms of nasal disease and promote competence and practical skills in its diagnosis and assessment as well as informing selection of treatment regimens. Current research themes with a potential impact on diagnosis and treatment will be explored.

Allergic Skin Disease – 21 & 22 June 2010

The face to face teaching will cover normal structure and function of skin and how this is altered by allergic disease. It will develop knowledge of the immunological and physiological mechanisms of allergic skin conditions and promote competence and practical skills in their recognition and management. Current research themes with a potential impact on diagnosis and treatment will be explored.

Paediatric Allergy – 23 & 24 June 2010

The face to face teaching will address the areas of allergy that require specific knowledge of paediatric processes including immune mechanisms, diagnostic techniques, management and family issues. Specific topics will include:  The Allergic March, infant wheeze, food allergies and intolerances in early life, eczema and early differential diagnosis, paediatric allergic gastrointestinal disease, child protection issues and general paediatric problems presenting in an allergy clinic.
For further information please visit:
http://www1.imperial.ac.uk/medicine/teaching/postgraduate/taughtcourses/allergyprogramme/
or contact the Course Director Dr Jill A Warner:  jill.warner@imperial.ac.uk
